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GATHERING 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, source of hope in every nation, 

rest for the weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us bring every burden to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: God of all mercy, 
C: we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within ourselves and our 
communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with the evil that dwells in us. We lament 
the evil that holds us captive. We repent of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our 
behalf. Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and courage through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P: All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of ☩ Jesus Christ, and by the 

Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good. 
C: Amen.   

 

OPENING HYMN               “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”                ELW 620 
 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity  of all, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
C: Amen. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                       “This is the Feast”                                 PAGE 149 
P: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 

C: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. Power 

and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. This is the feast of 

victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the people of God  

and join in the hymn of all creation. Blessing and honor and glory and might  

be to God and Lamb forever.  Amen. This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was 

slain has begun his reign.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and 
serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

LISTEN 
FIRST LESSON                                                                                    Zechariah 9:9-12 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut 
off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends 
of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free 
from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to 
you double. 
R: This is the word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 145:8-14 
   8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9 Lord, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 10 All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12 that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
 14 The Lord upholds all  those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down.   
 

SECOND LESSON                                                                              Romans 7:15-25a 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do 
what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 
within me. For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the 
good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. So I find it 
to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in 
my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive 
to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this 
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
R:  This is the Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God 
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“Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?” You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in 
the marketplaces and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
wailed, and you did not mourn.’ “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon’; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, 
“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All 
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord    
C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Sermon “Born to Be Free!”  
RESPONSE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                  “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”                     ELW 611 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 
A brief silence. 
Gathering God, send your Spirit on the church you have called out from every nation. Knit us together 
into one body and heal the divisions we have caused. Overcome our timidity to witness and act in the 
public square when your purpose is being thwarted. Bless rostered and lay leaders with clarity and 
courage as they center your people in the gospel. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
All your works praise you, O God. From the Arctic to the Caribbean, from the Atlantic to the western 
islands, these lands and waters have sustained its peoples over many centuries. As we take our part 
in creation’s praise, revive our wonder at what you have fashioned, and enliven our will to ensure its 
health for future generations. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine life. We 
come from many nations with many languages; make us a united people that delights in our many 
different gifts. As the United States of America marks its declaration of independence, give those 



whom we have entrusted with authority the spirit of wisdom, and curb every abuse of that trust, so 
that both here and abroad, justice, humility, and peace may flourish. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You are the comforter of exiles, O God. Extend your arms to all who are tired, who live with poverty, 
the tempest-tossed, all who yearn to breathe free. Embrace people seeking refuge; those 
incarcerated, detained, or disappeared; and neighbors fearing those they once trusted. Give healing 
and hope to people in any oppression and need. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
We remember before you those who have died in every generation: Jan Hus, executed for protesting 
the ecclesial system; Benedict, teacher of a prayerful life; and those who have died ensuring the 
freedoms of this country: people in the armed services, peace officers, advocates, and activists. 
Gather us, together with those who have gone before us, and with saints of every tribe and nation, 
into the holy city you have prepared. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your mercy, O God, we entrust our restless hearts and all our cares, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you.  
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY                       “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                                 # 184  
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather 
the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer.  

Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER   
P: Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and winepresses, for our 

labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer into the 

banquet of your compassion, serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

COMMUNION 
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P:  The Lord be with you.   
C:  And also with you.   
P:  Lift up your hearts   
C:  We lift them to the Lord.   
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise    
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                                                                  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

FEASTING TOGETHER AT THE TABLE  
 



COMMUNION SONG               “Let Us Break Bread Together”                        ELW 471 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE         “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”           # 207 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev’ry one what God has done. Let everyone who seeks the Lord 
rejoice and bear the name of Christ. Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
P: We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need with the very gift of Jesus 

Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a broken world. Channel our common life 

toward the common good, following the way our Savior leads us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING   
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
    

SENDING HYMN                   “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”                       ELW 890 
 

DISMISSAL  
P: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Welcome to Pr. David Lenth who is leading our worship service 
this morning while Pr. Dave is away on Sabbatical.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to all who are worshiping with us today. We are happy to have you here! Holy Communion will be served at 
worship this morning.  Communion will be served at the communion railing.  Ushers will direct communicants forward. 
Please let the usher know if you wish to receive communion in your seat. Gluten – free wafers and juice are available.  

 Let the pastor and server know your preference.  May God bless our time of worship and fellowship together! 

TAKE HOME VERSE 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; 

 your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

 You, Lord, are faithful in all your words,  

and loving in all your works. 

(Psalm 145:13) 



“BE JESUSY” GRATITUDE PRACTICE FOR JULY 

Bring joy to a neighbor or someone who is homebound or in the Nursing 
Home by sending a cheerful greeting card or take them a bouquet of 

flowers from your garden. 

Upcoming Summer Worship Schedule 
July 12th: 8:30am Joint @ Burr Oak 

July 19th: 8:30am Joint @ Burr Oak.  

July 26th: 8:30am Joint @ Burr Oak Hymn Sing 

Aug 2nd: 8:30am Joint @ Hesper w/ Holy communion, Pr. Bracket leading 

Aug 9th: 8:30am Joint @ Hesper 

Aug 16th: 9:00 am Ecumenical service in Canton during Canton Day’s off. 

SAT, Aug 22nd: 7:00 pm - Campfire Worship & Marshmallow Fellowship in Hesper 

Aug 23rd: 8:30am Joint @ Hesper  

(Blessing of Backpacks & Recognition of EWALU Students) 

Aug 30th: 8:30am Joint @ Hesper  

Sept 6th: 8:30am Burr Oak w/ Holy communion Fellowship;  

10am Hesper w/ Holy communion 

Sept 13th: 9:00 am Hesper-Mabel Steam Engine Days Ecumenical Worship. 

Sept 20th: Shared Ministry Community Worship and Potluck at Big Canoe.  

Sept 27th: 8:30am Burr Oak Fellowship; 10am Hesper 
(acknowledge new confirmation students, 3rd Graders Receiving Bibles &  

3yr old enter Wednesday School)  
 

Mabel Area Council of Churches - School Supplies fundraiser Help us 
raise enough funds to provide FREE school supplies to ALL the Mabel-

Canton students. 
 

You can mail any cash/check donations to the following address. 
Mail to:  Area Council of Churches   (ACC) 

c/o Myrna Wilson 
225 South Robert St. 

Mabel, MN  55954 
 

Thank you for your support, ACC 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 
Jonathan Allen, Stacy Nelson, Diane & Jason Daft, Trisha Ryan, Gwen Allen, Anthony McCabe, 
 Kory Courtney, Lorraine Peterson, Kirsten Dejarlais Snell, Diane Eiken, Sue (Hovey) Caputo,  

Marcia Fawcett, Steve Headington, Brooke Tweten, Juanita DeLong, Barb Halverson, Leah Barth, Logan McCabe. 
 

Praying for our members in Care Facilities 
Pat Perkins, Dean Rasmussen, Dorothy Anderson, Ron Knutson, Marilyn Helland,  

Vi Hoffland, Mark Folstad, Don Keefe, Marilyn Newhouse, Harold Stoen. 
 

Please pray for military personnel currently deployed and those below serving stateside, elsewhere or in the reserves: 

 Mason Falck, Cameron Korsness, Jordan Grecko, Parker Whalen, Dylan Foltz, Wesley Smith & Braden Peterson. 
Please also pray for all other soldiers, sailors, airmen, coasties and marines who work to defend us. 

 
 

Pr. Dave is available to bring communion, visit and offer spiritual care to those in need. Please contact Pr. Dave at 641-220-0205 or call the Parish Office at 
563-735-5925 or email info@bohlutheran.org if you or someone you know would like a visit. Please call the Parish office if there is someone you would like 

included in Prayers or to update their status to help us maintain an accurate Prayer Concerns list. 

mailto:info@bohlutheran.org


Burr Oak & Hesper Members: NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY 
The joint councils have decided to do a New Picture Directory on our own. There are drop clothes installed at 

both churches if you choose to take your photo there. Please submit a family/individual photo of yourself 
using these backdrops or on your own. As you take them, submit to Nan, church secretary, who will be 

keeping them until we start compiling the Directory. If you do not have a photo to submit, please still turn in 
your forms so we can get our membership database updated.  Deadline to get your information in is 

October 15th, 2026! You can find the forms in your monthly newsletter or ask Nan, and she can get you a copy. 
As you may also know we installed a new software program to keep vital information on our 

membership list for each church. The new software will be an asset to the overall record keeping for the 
church. However, the old software program was not up to date, nor did it have complete records, so Nan is 

creating and updating the information manually. We are requesting ALL CHURCH MEMBERS provide the 
following information to update our records. 

Anyone interested in getting professional photos taken for the directory, please reach out to Nichole 
Hotvedt at 563-419-1524, she will be running a special NOW UNTIL AUGUST for all members. 

 

Please list all the names in your household including birthdays, (Please don’t include pets) 
for Children, please list their age(s) & birthday date(s) & Grade in school 
 

1. _________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________ 

Ages/birthdays of children at home will be used for Wednesday school, 1st communion classes, 

confirmation, graduation, etc. list. 

Mailing Address ___________________________________________________  

Adult Phone numbers ______________________________________________ 

Adult Email address(es) ______________________________________________ 

How do you want newsletters received Email OR Mail?  

Adult children name(s) _______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address(es)___________________________________________________ 

Phone number(s)_____________________________________________________ 

Email address(es)_____________________________________________________ 

How do they want newsletters received Email OR Mail?  

    The information on your adult children is helpful as well in completing our church records. Many have gone 
on in their lives and not provided the office with updated information. 
 

The information collected above will make our membership more accurate and help future committee(s) with 
contact information. Any questions, please be sure to reach out to a joint council member.  
On behalf of the joint councils, THANK YOU for taking the time to provide the information.  



 

 

 

Burr Oak Lutheran Church 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – July 5, 2026  

JOINT WORSHIP @ HESPER 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE    
TUES, July 7th:  DAWN circle - BINGO at the Highlands 

                           HOPE circle - BINGO at Eastern Star 

       SUN, July 12th: 8:30am Worship @ Burr Oak,  fellowship to follow 

MON, July 13th: 1:30 pm - EUNICE circle meets.  

Glenda Peters, Hostess/Marlene McCabe, Bible Study Leader 

TUES, July 14th:  Bible Study @ Highland Lutheran Church 2pm 

SUN, July 19th: 8:30am Worship @ Burr Oak, fellowship to follow 

MON, July 20th: NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT  
Needed to Meet Budget: $3,300.00    Offering June 28th: $ 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – July 12, 2026  
Organist: Renae McIntosh                                 Greeter(s): Neal & Clara Ann Lovstuen 

Reader: Clara Ann Lovstuen 
 Ushers: Wayne & Arletta Tweten, Fred & Cindy Leonhart 

 

Hesper Lutheran Church 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – July 5, 2026 
Organist: Kathy Tollefsrud                                   Greeter(s): Donna Rasmussen 

Reader: Donna Rasmussen               Communion Assistance: Donna Rasmussen 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
SUN, July 12th: 8:30am Worship @ Burr Oak 

TUES, July 14th:  Bible Study @ Highland Lutheran Church 2pm 

SUN, July 19th: 8:30am Worship @ Burr Oak 

MON, July 20th: NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Needed to Meet Budget: $2,372.00   Offering June 28th: $895.00 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – July 2026 

8:30am Joint Worship @ BO the rest of July 

 


